[The variability of arterial pressure measured by oscillometric methods in premature newborn infants].
The variability of blood pressure measured by oscillometry and the validity of this technique were studied in premature infants. Thirty premature babies whose postnatal age was six days or more had their blood pressure measured 11 times over a twenty-minute period for three consecutive days. Movements were found to have a very substantial influence on results that could not be reliably compared with values obtained invasively. No consistent pattern of variations of oscillometric results obtained during the eleven measurements of use for recommending a specific measurement time was found. Diastolic blood pressure fell gradually over the three-day study period. The most reliable of the eleven daily values was the lowest value for which good correlations were found between the three study days; this lowest value was not influenced by neonatal or postnatal factors.